Pentecost to the Feast of St. Anna
“Father of light, from whom every good gift
comes, send your SPIRIT into our lives with the
power of a mighty wind, and by the flame of
your wisdom open the horizons of our minds.”
St. Anna’s Episcopal Church
THE ANNAGRAM
Pentecost Edition

Dates to Remember
Summer Camp
July 10-21
Summer Camp Final Performance all are invited
July 21 @
6:30 p.m.
FEAST DAYS:
St. Mary Magdalene
p.m.
Patronal Feast Day—St. Anna
a.m.
St. James the Apostle

July 19 @ 6:00
July 23 @ 10:30
July 26 @ 6:00 p.m.

Each Wednesday 3:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. we host clinic which provides health screening, BP testing, blood sugar testing and general
wellness advice and counseling.
Starting in late July we will begin hosting our Annual Inquirers Class.
Our Bible Study on the New Testament books will begin in September.

The Feast of St. Anna
July 23, 2017

171 Year of Service to the Community
Come one come all to a great feast and
celebration of our community in Christ.

The Treasurers by Charlie Gottschalk and Jim McMillan
So as promised in the last column (which was riveting,
in case you missed it) I’d like to explore some of the
structure of St. Anna’s financial accounts. We follow
what is considered fund accounting, which is fairly common with not for profit entities. What that means in
practice is that whatever funds we collect and expenses
that we pay are reflected similar to revenues and expenses of a normal company.
Charlie Gottsca-

Jim McMillan

There are some differences both in how fund accounting
works and in how we have chosen to implement it here at St. Anna’s. Designated funds are a good example. When the church receives funds, they generally will go towards our general fund. However, when funds are collected for a specific purpose, or specifically designated, (like the funds for the Baton Rouge flooding victims), those funds can only be
used for that specific purpose.
That leads to another point, which is how St. Anna’s has structured its funds. We have a number of different funds, including the General Fund, Anna’s Place, Dodwell Extravaganza, Dodwell House, Capital Improvements and Food Pantry. Each of these funds is set up to specifically cover an aspect of our church’s operations or mission. More importantly, the funds that
are in one area (the Capital Improvements fund) can’t just be used to cover General Fund expenses.
One of the benefits of using a number of different funds is that we have a clear sense of purpose
in how those funds should operate and what their expenses should relate to. It also means that
we can keep track of and monitor the financial health of the church fairly efficiently, since we
can see the operating revenues and expenses of one component of the church at a time. One
downside is that it does make it more important to fully fund each program on its own. For instance, we can’t use the money in the Capital Improvements account to pay the Entergy bill for
the church each month. In the long run, that’s a really good thing because it demands that we
act as stewards for all aspects of the church instead of just trying to make sure that we can get
by.
That’s it for this edition. Next time, I’ll explain a bit more about our budgeting and pledging
process. As always, if you have any questions for me or Charlie, or something you’d just like to
know more about, please ask.
Jim

I was blessed being able to spend two days in the parish offices and see the
Anna's Place Staff in action. The office is small so you cannot miss hearing and
seeing what is going on. Diana, Darryl and Yulene are very busy people. It is very
obvious that they are dedicated and committed to Anna's Place Mission. I thank
God for our brother and sisters! Peace – Br. Don Dubay

Community Development - Anna's Place NOLA by Darryl Durham
Anna's Place kids performed in City Park, prior to the Louisiana
Philharmonic Concert' for the third straight year on April 25th. This
year our woodwind, brass and percussion kids perform a selection of
Folk Songs from around the world while our string kids joined with
students from Homer Plessy Elementary and Esperanza Elementary
Schools for performances of string repertoire.
Derrin Parker, a member of the
original Anna's Arts for Kids program (precursor to Anna's Place
Darryl Durham
NOLA), won 8 awards at her
school's 8th grade graduation. Included in her bounty was
MOST OUTSTANDING STUDENT and HONOR ROLL
STUDENT for being on the honor roll every year since she
started school. Congratulations Derrin, we know you're
going far!
The Third Annual Ms Shirley Memorial Luncheon was
held on Saturday, April 29th. Ms. Shirley's daughter Althea, and all her siblings and their children honored their
mother in a service and luncheon for the children of Anna's
Place NOLA. This year we also honored Ms. Shirley's
grandson Robert. At the end of the luncheon, the kids and
family members released balloons in memory of their
loved ones. (see image below)

Ms. Derrin Parker
By the time you read this
Anna's Place Summer
Program has begun June
19th. We currently have 51
students enrolled with only 6
slots remaining. This
summer's theme will be
"Sanctuary" as we explore the

Community Development - Anna's Place NOLA - Contd.
historical and cultural significance of South and
Central America in relationship to the history of the
United States.
Students enrolled in the Anna's Place NOLA Spring
semester ended the semester with a rousing performance on May 6. Among the many highlights
was a flash mob to Michael Jackson's "Thriller," the
introduction of our new "Latin Percussion Ensemble" and a beautiful violin trio performance by faculty member Ms. Eva and her two students Gabby
Cephus and Tierra Holden.
“At this point the Summer Program is not without
challenges. But the rewards are significant. We can
and are changing lives.” Fr. Bill
C’hana and Edana
ready for “Thriller.”

Did you know?

Did you know that Saint Anna’s offers a worship
service Monday-Friday? Yes, we do and it starts at
noon and ends before 12:30. It is a quiet service and tends more toward the contemplative. The
service is either a prayer service or Holy Communion. Come and enjoy a quiet moment in intimate worship.
Did you know about the “Rectors Discretionary Fund?” These are monies set aside to assist
the poor or those in need. With the consent of the Vestry those same funds can be redirected for
“emergency” assistance in the budget or to launch new ministries. For instance, the Discretionary Fund is underwriting our new Sunday School teachers and some of the food served to the
children; we have also underwritten Christian education expenses for those that cannot afford
the costs. We have assisted parishioners with scholarships that allow them to attend retreats. It
will also help pay for some of our children to attend Christian weekends away. Mostly it helps
with rent, utilities, medical expenses and other related costs. Please consider contributing to
the Discretionary Fund by designated giving.
Did you know that we have a terrific website that normally carries information about what is
happening at St. Anna’s as well as a link to the scripture readings for the week? It also has a
place to ask for intercessory prayer and a host of other helps for our parish life. Coming soono
online Sunday Bulletins, MP3 Sermons, online forms. The site can be found at
www.stannanola.org. !

Anna’s Sunday School
The standard class is on Summer Vacation BUT Miss Kimberly is continuing a Summer Fun
Program for a single combined class. This past year was terrific and we all owe a great deal to
to our teachers for doing a terrific job! It would be great if someone would volunteer to help
us set up audio visual aids and then do the put away before and after mass time to help
Miss Kimberly and her staff. SUMMER FUN!
Karel Sloane-Boekbinder is a
member of our Sunday School
faculty along with Dr. Emily
Harville and their respective
families are members and
participants in our church
family. This dynamic duo has
created a FANTASTIC curriculum.

Kimberly joined our Sunday School faculty in January as a stipendiary teacher.
Her skills include a lot of community work as well as being a lawyer. She worships on a
regular basis in a fellowship on the West Bank and she has a fine young son.
Kimberly has a passion for children and for teaching and she has embraced
our Episcopal Curriculum. We are so blessed to have her.
“Kimmie” along with Nicole (left) and Stephanie (Right) head up
the faculty for the older children. They are doing a great job!
At the present time we are also soliciting new Sunday School Teachers
that can bring expertise and teaching skills to our ever expanding
group of kids.

A NOTE FROM MISS KAREL: St. Anna's Class A incorporates a wide variety of activities,
all with two central goals in mind: Anyone, big or small can be the face of Jesus in the world
AND When a person creates, God is moving through their hands. Class A creates in a wide
variety of media: music, song, movement and visual art. Ms. Emily brings a portable keyboard
every week and following the conclusion of songs we are
already working on, each student has the opportunity to
play the instruments and create their own music. We have
written a prayer song, "Have a Great Day;" we sing this
song every week at the conclusion of class and we are
working on adapting the Peace Prayer of Saint Francis into
a song. In both instances, the ideas for these prayer songs
came from students within the class--a student was inspired
and then the whole class further developed the idea.

A NOTE FROM MISS KAREL (continued) We believe even the youngest among us can be
a leader and a follower of God, the embodiment of the living Lord Jesus, and, that when children understand this and have opportunities to move their understanding into action, they can
transform the world into a better place to be. The Fall class will start again in September.

Anna’s Outdoors
Anna’s Outdoors is a family oriented group to build fun and fellowship doing outdoor activities including bike rides, camping, canoing,
and simply enjoying the out of doors. If you would like to join us just
email Douglas Alexander at jdouglasalexander@gmail.com.

Ally-May, Erik, Doug, Ella

We had an awesome day in the Anna's Place gardens! From weeding to watering we learned
about proper plant care in the summer and protected our plants from pests and disease. We
planted watermelon, cucumbers and herbs for the summer and placed marigolds around our
tomatoes to keep bugs away. Dr B brought amaranth seeds to plant - tiny seeds that will
become huge plants that produce a tasty and nutritious grain. There are beautiful lavender
flowers at the church garden and the tomatoes will be ready soon both at the church and at
Dodwell House. Also at Dodwell are zucchini plantsman a eucalyptus bush.
Thanks to all our volunteers, Ed Collins, Dr. B and Jenny and James Cole for a
productive spring garden!

The Collect of the A column devoted to a common prayer life
and spiritual disciplines by Mr. Jim Baird
Day
Jim worked for the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) as the Program Director of Ghost Ranch
Conference Center in New Mexico. As a part of his job, Jim planned programs in areas of the
fine arts, outdoor adventure, theology and social issues. He retired in December of 2009 and
served as Interim Executive Director of the New Mexico Conference of Churches until February of 2011. He and his partner renovated a house in Algiers Point as their retirement home.
Jim was confirmed at St. Anna's in Oct. of 2014.

In the last Annagram I shared with you some of my journey toward creating a
personal prayer life. Everyone will have a different story and a unique journey, but my hope is that you ultimately will find a meaningful repetition of faith through daily
prayer in your life.
When I set about creating this aspect for myself, I soon found that there were at least four important goals I would need to achieve to get there. They were:
To find a specific time,
To select a place where I could be alone and not interrupted,
To create a special “altar” of objects that help center and guide me, and
To establish a “ritual” that is comfortable and can become my personal “liturgy”.
Time and Place: According to your age, work life, family life, and other obligations, this can
be a tricky one. In my case, now that I am retired and don’t have an early morning work departure, the search was for special alone time. We are blessed with a home that has a small house
in the back that my partner uses as his office/study/prayer place, so I have the library in the
main house for my office and personal space. Also, I am a person who no one should be around
during the first hour I am awake each day. Learning that fact years ago, this is totally “alone”
time since everyone (including the dog) steers clear of me. Therefore, I have learned to use this
time to wake slowly and to focus my thoughts on my morning prayers.
Now all this said, sometimes it doesn’t work -- there is an early appointment, you have house guests staying
with you, or there is an early morning plane to catch. When these occur, you adjust, and learn to not beat
yourself up about it. If you become
intentional, then it will happen.
Create a home altar: Find things
that are meaningful to your prayer
life and arrange them for yourself in
a corner of your special space. Mine
contains a small weaving done by a
Native American woman from the
San Ildefonso Pueblo in New Mex-

PRAYER—continued
ico, a votive candle, a picture of the team of people who helped me create a Spirituality/Retreat
Center at Ghost Ranch, two origami cranes made by children in Santa Fe which I took for them
to the children’s peace park in Hiroshima for a blessing, a copy of “Celtic Treasure” by J. Philip
Newell, a palm cross from St. Anna’s Palm Sunday worship, and this week’s collect to pray
each day. I add special things on certain weeks to remember a special event, leave myself note
of specific names of those I want to pray for, and to celebrate special times for my family members and friends.
Establish a ritual for yourself that helps guide your daily prayers: We will spend a lot
more time on this part of the process in the next Annagram. All of us need a blueprint, a road
map and as Episcopalians we are blessed with the Book of Common Prayer. It provides morning and evening prayer services that any of us can use as a good basis to begin our personal
prayer time. I have personally used the form that Philip Newell uses in his “Celtic Treasure”
which begins each time with a lighting of the light, words to center, a meditation, quiet time of
refection, my personal prayers, and then final closing words and the extinguishing of the candle.
Next time I will make some other suggestions, but in the meantime find your time, create your
space, build your altar, and open your Book of Common Prayer. I found that in doing that I had
already given myself a special richness to my day, and brought my Sunday worship experience
home and integrated it into my total life.

Altar Servers
St. Anna’s Altar Servers are looking for a few fresh faces to join us in the
splendor and glory (OK, maybe I went a little overboard) of being an active participant in the Liturgy of the Mass.
The Altar Servers would like to welcome our newest members:
Susan Redick - Reader
Anna deTiege - Reader
Marco Meneghini - Reader
Stewart Chaplin - Reader

Mike Meyers
Verger

We are extremely excited to have these new readers join us in elevating the
experience of the Mass for the others in our congregation. Their addition
helps offset the loss of Brandon Cline and Shannon Bergeron, who have
provide many years of service as readers. At this time I'd also like to thank
those that have already been serving as readers Rebecca Henley and Geof
Acker

Having mentioned the readers now is probably a good time to address the duties and importance
of a Reader (or Lector) to the celebration of the Mass. As those of us that have read during a
service can attest, reading a lesson is much more than just reading out loud.
Readers must ensure they read at a pace that allows the spoken word to be heard and absorbed
by the congregants. I can think of no better way to explain it than the Prayer for After Worship
found in the Book of Common Prayer. "Grant, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that the words
which we have heard this day with our outward ears, may, through thy grace, be so grafted inwardly in our hearts, that they may bring forth in us the fruit of good living, to the honor and
praise of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord."
It is also important to project (not necessarily yell or scream) one's voice so those in the rear of
the church can hear and understand. Although we have recently started using a microphone at
the Ambo, projecting while reading is an effective communication tool.
The Liturgy of the Word is to be celebrated in such a way as to favor meditation, and so any
kind of haste that hinders recollection is clearly to be avoided. In the course of it, brief periods
of silence are also appropriate, accommodated to the assembled congregation; by means of
these, under the action of the Holy Spirit, the Word of God may be grasped by the heart and a
response through prayer may be prepared. It may be appropriate to observe such periods of
silence; Silence in the correct place can be as powerful as the spoken word itself.
When the Sacred Scriptures are read in the Church, God himself
speaks to his people, and Christ, present in his word, proclaims the
Gospel. Therefore, the readings from the Word of God are to be
listened to reverently by everyone, for they are an element of the
greatest importance in the Liturgy. Although in the readings from
Sacred Scripture the Word of God is addressed to all people, a fuller
understanding and a greater efficaciousness of the word is
nevertheless fostered by a living commentary on the word, that is, by
the Homily, as part of the liturgical action.
Our next article will speak to the duties and functions of the Acolyte.
By explaining what each position brings to the performance of the
Mass, I'm hoping to alieve any fears or concerns that may be preventing others from volunteering to serve.
If anyone has any questions, feel free to speak to Father, Luigi or
myself. We'd love to expand our altar server family and help others
enjoy the presence of the Holy Spirit that all of us feel while serving
on the altar.

Miss Sophia Hutchison

MISSION: To promote healing and wholeness of body, mind and spirit in the
Treme/7th Ward and Greater New Orleans community by offering academic, cultural,
and arts enrichment; holistic health care; and healthy lifestyle education.
VISION: Anna’s Place NOLA is a place of peace where children realize their potential and families and the community are nurtured so that poverty and violence no
longer make their home among us.
Health by Diana Meyers, Operations Director
Don’t forget our FREE Health Clinic
Anna’s Place NOLA offers blood pressure and diabetes screenings twice
a week, a doctor on most Mondays, and HIV and Hepatitis C testing on
Wednesdays. Clinic hours are: Mondays noon until 3pm (except June
19 and 26 and July 10 and 17 when it’ll be 4-6pm because of summer
camp) and Wednesdays 3:30 – 7pm. All of these services are offered
free (donations accepted). Medicaid application assistance is available
on Wednesdays 3:30 – 5:30. Ear acupuncture is also offered on Wednesday evenings 5:30-7pm (great for stress relief and anxiety). Diabetes
support group meets on the 2nd Friday of each month from 11am until
noon.

Diana Meyers

Health Interns
The Shepherd Higher Education Consortium on Poverty (SHECP), a nonprofit promoting poverty studies programs in undergraduate and professional schools, supports a collaborative summer internship integrated with course-work and community engagement opportunities during
the academic year. The Shepherd Intern works with agencies to benefit impoverished members
of society while learning first-hand about the multiple dimensions of poverty in the U.S.
Anna’s Place NOLA is proud to welcome two Shepherd Interns with a focus on health to work
with us in June and July: Jake Gigliotti from Washington and Lee University, and Jessica
Eades from Juniata College. They will be working at our clinic, teaching health and physical
education at summer camp, helping to inform the neighborhood of our clinic, and visiting
504HealthNet.
The EYES Have It!
Southern Eye Bank has graciously agreed to conduct free vision screenings for the kids participating at Anna’s Place NOLA’s summer camp. In addition, we are requesting a mobile vision
bus to be at St. Anna’s in October to provide free vision testing to the community. Keep your
eyes open for more information as we get it.

A Deeper Dive with Christ

by Don Dubay

Peace and all good to you. I first of all want to thank everyone at St.
Anna’s “my parish Family” for your prayers as I go through the discernment process to become a Friar “Brother” in the Order of St Francis (OSF).
I have been praying for an answer from God on how I might be able to increase my intimacy with Him. I have been so thankful to God for allowing
me to share the intimate and loving relationship with my husband through the
Sacrament of Marriage. Now I am seeking that same intimacy with God.
As Christians, we are all called to a relationship with God in Christ. We are each called to
"Love God with all our heart, all our mind, and all of our strength, and to love our neighbor
as ourselves." (Mt. 22:36)
After searching and prayer I found an order of men that are seeking a deeper dive with Christ.
OSF is an active, Apostolic Christian religious order within the Anglican Communion, in communion with the See of Canterbury. Rather than living in an enclosed communal setting, OSF
Brothers live independently in different parts of the world, with ministries based on the needs
of their local communities. In this case my virtual Friary is St Anna’s Episcopal Church.
Members are baptized men who have been confirmed within the Anglican Communion, and
who voluntarily commit to live by a set of professed vows for a term of years or for life.
My life is changing on a daily basis since I made a decision to pursue a life as a Franciscan
Friar. My prayer life is changing. Praying the Daily Office has been an important part of my
life. I am in constant communication with the Friars from all over the US and Europe. What
has also change is my approach towards ministry. I am so thankful to God for leading me to
various ministries of service here at St. Anna’s. My goal is to become God’s servant to the
poor and to those who are lonely. My favorite song and prayer is “Open the Eyes of my Heart
Lord so that I might see you so that You will be high and lifted up”. My eyes have opened
wide being able to serve Gods people in the Food Pantry, visiting the sick and shut in and being able to bring them the Body and Blood of Christ. I see God in all of these people. One of
my other joys in serving God is by showing hospitality to all of you as an usher/greeter when
you arrive at church. My husband Rusty and I love our parish family and you make us feel at
home. Thanks you again for your prayers.

Volunteers Are THE BEST!
Our first Anna’s Place Appreciation Event was held on Cinco de
mayo (May 5th) in the courtyard. Great food was available from
Heidi Hickman and beautiful entertainment was heard from our
own Yulene Velasquez and fellow musicians (including husband
Michael on accordion). Anna’s Place NOLA relies heavily on
volunteers and the generosity of donors and supports, and we
wanted to say “Thanks” in a fun way. For those who couldn’t
make it, we’re sorry you missed it but we offer our thanks and
gratitude for all
you do.

A Feel Good Story by Lauren Anderson
Several years ago I would drive two teen agers to St. Anna's. I am pretty sure the young man's
name is Bradley, I don't remember his sister's name [Tyronika and Bradley]. Last night while
walking the dog, a young man yelled out to me and it was Bradley. He works part time
around the corner from me at Smash Burger and said that he had been seeing me and trying to
catch up to me for some time.
He is graduating H.S. with a 3.6 grade point average and has a full academic scholarship to
the Sail School in Orlando. He shared, but I couldn't hear, what he is doing in the music
industry today. He said something about being in the Huffington Post that day. He showed me
his report cards on his phone (didn't know there was an app for that), all A's and B's. He
remembered the two of you fondly, has wanted to come by the church but has been too busy.
He clearly holds the church with much affection and appreciation. Said his sister and
grandmother are well. While that strict grandmother I'm sure gets most of the credit, I am sure
that St. Anna's has played its part in supporting the growth of this young man and it made me
happy to witness this. I regret that it was a late night dog walk so I wasn't able to fully focus
on all that he was sharing. He was literally gushing. But I've promised to stop by Smash Burger to chat again so I will provide more detail at a later date.

Altar Guild: Stewardship of the Sacred, Part 1
by Allison Reid
Altar Guilds have been around for centuries. For the next few months, I
thought it might be interesting to explore their role at different points in
history. Guild members prepare the church for worship and care for a wide
variety of liturgical vessels and objects. These objects, such as the chalices,
linens, and vestments used by the priest and ministers, are stored in small
rooms called sacristies located adjacent to the main meeting space.
Archaeologists have found evidence of these auxiliary spaces in ancient
temple and theater sites. The sacristies in the temple in Jerusalem are
referenced in the Bible in 1st and 2nd Chronicles.

Allison Reid is SubDeacon and altar server
as well as head of the
Altar Guild.

When Christianity first emerged, the
earliest Christians had to gather in
secret to worship because their new
religion was illegal under Roman rule.
During times of persecution, punishment for being a Christian was death.
Gatherings of believers needed to be
very discreet. In many cases, wealthy
patrician converts donated houses to be
Sacristy
adapted for use as churches. These images show the interior of a house church
from the city of Dura Europos in Syria,
around 233 CE. From the street, it
looked just like any other domestic building, and would not have attracted unwanted
attention. People would enter from a foyer into a large courtyard. From there, baptized
Christians could enter the main assembly room, while catechumens went to the teaching area located
near the baptismal font for instruction. The smaller room opening onto the assembly room
served as the sacristy or vestry, where sacred vessels and vestments were stored.
Looking back at this era from our modern
perspective, we might mistakenly consider
these early churches to be makeshift in
comparison to our churches today. The
historical record, however, suggests
otherwise. The baptistery at the church at
Dura-Europos was decorated with fine
mosaics depicting the life of Christ and
the disciples, as well as marble columns
and other embellishments. House churches
could be well-provisioned with a
significant number of sacred vessels and

Baptismal font, Dura-Europos

objects. One legal account of a raid by Roman authorities on a house church at Cirta in 303 CE
itemizes each object confiscated, including: 2 golden chalices, 6 silver chalices, 6 silver dishes,
a silver bowl, 7 silver lamps, 2 torches, 7 short bronze candlesticks with their lamps, 11
bronze lamps with their chains, 82 women's tunics, 38 veils, 16 men's tunics, 13 pairs of men's
slippers, 47 pairs of women's slippers, 18 pairs of clogs" (Dix, Dom Gregory, The Shape of the
Liturgy, Dacre Press, London, 1945, pp. 24-25). These items would have been housed in the
sacristy, much as they are today, and cared for by sacristans, similar to the modern Altar Guild.
Altar Guild can be a wonderful devotional practice. Next time, we'll explore liturgical changes
in the Middle Ages. Altar Guild can be a wonderful devotional practice. If you're interested in
learning more or getting involved, please talk with any Altar Guild member or contact Allison
Reid.

Prison Ministry and Me
I was once just a guy looking for some answers. My life a few years before had been turned upside down. We lived in a lovely subdivision and I was making a handsome living. We really
needed for nothing. We had a boat, two nice cars, our kids were in good schools. In October on
a cool evening we got a call. Our daughter aged 19 had committed suicide. She had suffered for
years with bi-polar syndrome and depression. This was the outcome for our family. My life was
turned upside down. That singular event was a prime catalyst for a search. “And Jesus wept.”
A fire was ignited to know everything that I could about this faith that presented itself to me in
my darkest hours. “Jesus wept.” So, I enrolled in as many classes and courses as I could trying
to know what this Jesus was about and to find answers. But I learned on a very cold Martin
Luther King Day that experiencing the power of the divine can not always be learned. To be
sure the classes and lectures presented themselves and perhaps even gave me a direction to my
journey. But the experience was the principal shift, the epiphany, the awakening that thrust me
into a whole new life.
There is this crazy deacon named Mike Hackett … ok maybe not crazy
but certainly he walks to his own drummer and I swear he looks like
G.B. Shaw. He invited me to go to Angola with him on a Monday; please
keep in mind that I was not a priest and was simply a family man with a
job. It was Martin Luther King Day and it was a clear and cold windy
day. A front had just pushed through. We agreed to meet in Baton Rouge
and ride together to Angola aka “The Farm.” This wasn’t my first trip. I
had gone twice before with a large group of Episcopalians to worship
with the in-mates in chapel. There is, in fact, a thriving Episcopalian
presence at Anglo and it has been so for many years now. In fact the
congregation of in-mates and ‘out-mates’ form The Church of The
Transfiguration and is larger than many Episcopal Churches in our
Diocese.

*The Louisiana State Penitentiary (LSP, also known as Angola, and nicknamed the "Alcatraz of the South" and
"The Farm"[8]) is a maximum-security prison farm in Louisiana operated by the Louisiana Department of Public
Safety & Corrections. It is named Angola after the country from which many of the enslaved Africans came who
worked on the former plantation that occupied this territory.[9]
It is the largest maximum-security prison in the United States[10] with 6,300 prisoners and 1,800 staff, including
corrections officers, janitors, maintenance, and wardens. It is located on an 18,000-acre (7,300 ha) property that
was previously the Angola Plantations owned by Isaac Franklin in unincorporated West Feliciana Parish in the
east of the state, directly adjacent to the Mississippi state line. The prison is located at the end of Louisiana Highway 66, around 22 miles (35 km) northwest of St. Francisville. Angola is bordered on three sides by
the Mississippi River. Burl Cain served as the warden from 1995 to March 7, 2016.[11] Death row for men and the
state execution chamber for both sexes are located at the Angola facility. TAKEN FROM WIKKIPEDIA

But this trip was different, just the two of us, and of course the ‘guests.’ On the drive to the
Farm I can remember looking out of the window and regarding the Tunica Hills forming a natural wall against the Mississippi River. Lovely I thought and I also spied a small brick church
way yonder behind a field of golden grasses. It was sitting amongst Oaks and it was a sight I
suspect many simply drive by.
On the way I asked, “So what are we going to do and who are we going to see?” I imagined that
there was some sort of process to this visit. Like visiting the sick in a hospital. The answer was
stunning:
Mike: I don’t know
Me: Uh, what do you mean you don’t know?
Mike: Wherever the Holy Spirit leads us.
Silence
So, we wandered from “Camp” to “Camp” they have names like “Raven”, “Hawk”, and other
fowl. Each “Camp” is in effect a prison unto itself. We went to solitary, death row, and the
lesser risk camps. In some cases prisoners had been moved and in other cases we visited,
prayed, and offered communion. We spent a bit of time in a shop that built toys for children, I
saw crafts that would be sold by inmates. (Did you know that there is a world famous buckle
maker there—his work sells for thousands of dollars.) It was a world unto itself and the men
there lived lives that were in a bubble. It was a closed community each of these camps.
In time I began to see that several of these men had deep faith and even more a deep humanity.
Many were likeable some not so much. Some looked rough some looked gentle or “regular.”
But what I began to see was humanity. We finally ended up in the hospital ward. There an old
timer a lifer was dying of AIDS. Surrounding him were several men. Hard men, at least one a
murderer, not the kind of folks you seek out. Yet...yet I saw tears running down the cheeks of
one of the largest hardest men as he held his old friend. The others joked and tried to raise the
old guys spirits. He’d cackle and then cough. They all touched him and patted his shoulders and
stood vigil. It was powerful. The old guy talked about his impending death with a sort of resigned mirth. He talked about his plain wooden box and being buried in the compound
potters field. There was a glory and a sadness about all of it. We gave communion, we prayed,
we said our goodbyes and Mike, as always seemed to simply move about like the wind.
After that day it was
evening and the shadows became dark
silhouettes of trees, then
stores, then highways,
then the mall where
Mike and I met in
Baton Rouge. During
that drive, as I recall,
Mike and I talked about
what we had seen and
experienced. Mike was

Church of the Transfiguration
Angola
Volunteer Opportunities Welcomed

calm and like the old man had a resigned mirth to all that we witnessed. Mike was bound and
determined to help me become a chaplain (non-ordained) there. Little did he know what was to
come of his invitation. I got into my car for the hour drive home to Abita Springs.
I do not remember that drive. I suppose on some level I recall cars going by and my minding
the road a bit. But, truthfully, I was in another place all together. I was ‘ecstatically’ conversing
with God. Yes, I was in the presence of God. Like Moses at the burning bush I was in awe and
indeed somewhat terrified. I was and remain completely unworthy of this experience. Words
flew out of my mouth as quickly as I could speak and always directed toward this divine presence. I was, in that one hour, transforming is some way. I “awoke” when I heard, and I remember this distinctly, the gravel in my driveway crackling as my vehicle came upon them. That
presence of the divine evaporating and leaving me exhausted.
I came into the house, saying little to Vicki, my wife. She asked with concern if I was alright or
if my parents had died. She saw that I was deeply troubled and in a state of exhausted agitation.
I tried to tell her about this experience of the divine presence and I finally said, “ I know that
God is calling me to serve the Church.” There is much more to the story as you can imagine but
about four years later maybe a bit less, I was prostrate on the floor at St. Anna’s about to receive the gift of ordained priesthood before the congregation. It was July 20, 2003 and I became
a priest. So, for me, Angola is one of the holiest places that I know. Ironic isn’t it, that it is a
prison holding the worst of us and yet there is where I found the best of us, and perhaps me.
Angola is not for everyone but for some it is holy ground.

Parting Shots

Luigi, Mike, Jim, Fr. Terry, Geoff, Sophia Hutchison
Henry McMillan

After Memorial Mass a gathering to Celebrate the Life of Joseph
Kizziah in the Marigny.

NOLA PRIDE
2017
The Episcopal Church
Shows up.
St. Anna’s Represents

The Rev. Dr. Gary Brooks
Sanctuary Coordinator

Sanctuary Coalition News
“You shall not wrong or oppress a resident alien, for
you were aliens in the land of Egypt.”
Exodus 22:21
On Sunday, June 25th, St. Anna’s hosted two
members the Congress of Day Laborers. The talks
were informative and very helpful. Thanks to these
key partners.

The coalition gained its third member congregation - Community Church Unitarian Universalist -- joining First Grace United Methodist and St. Anna’s. A
number of other congregations are at various stages
of discernment concerning their level of involvement
with the coalition. Members of the coalition played
a significant role in generating e-mails, letters, and
phone calls that contributed to the defeat of two anti-immigrant bills in the state legislature;
participated in Mother’s Day and Father’s Day protests at the ICE office protesting detentions
that break up immigrant families; and continues to assist in providing accompaniment to immigrants facing ICE hearings.
Want more information about Sanctuary at St. Anna’s or want to get involved? Contact: Gary Brooks at gbrooks@tulane.edu or at 504 481 7087.
Why are we a Sanctuary Church? By Fr. Bill Terry
Perhaps it is the politics of today, perhaps it is the Biblical mandates that we discern. But as for
me personally it is about safety and a desire to protect those who are vulnerable. I believe that
is precisely what Jesus’ quest in his earthly ministry set about to do. In particular he ministered
to those who presented themselves to him. So too, refugees present themselves to us. I do not
expect to house true criminals of the violent nature but folks who are striving for justice and a
place at the table. To be a Sanctuary Church does necessary require hostility toward the
Government nor should it. It may be perceived to be resistance to current policy but realistically those policies shift and change more than our coast lines. As for me, I look at the Statue
of Liberty and I am profoundly moved by its symbolism. But that is as an American. As for
me, I cannot understand how we cannot provide sanctuary to anyone who is at risk when
pursuing life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. I am not so insecure in my place in the community that I hold on to that place so tenaciously as to exclude others. I believe as Jesus did
and his Disciples that we have room at the table. This is not pie in the sky tree hugging...this
resolution by St. Anna’s and her Vestry is our faith, and that made manifest by Christ
Crucified.

Your Vestry and Staff
Vestry members act like a Board and are responsible for the financial health of the Parish, the
maintenance of the property, and the spiritual health of the Clergy. They are, according to our
by-laws, elected to rotating three year terms. Unexpired terms may be filled by appointment of
the Vestry or election. The Vestry has officers called Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Clerk, and
Treasurer (which may or may not be elected). Here are your Vestry and Staff:
Stephen Estrada, Sr. Warden

2018
Sheila Julien, Jr. Warden

2017

Jim McMillan,
2018 Treasurer

Devron Boswell
2018

Diana Meyers
Anna’s Place

Charlie Gottschalk,
Treasurer, Until retired

Stephanie Buch
2019

Darryl Durham
Anna’s Place

Celeste Gilbert
2018

Bobby Hackett
2019

Yulene Velasquez
Anna’s Place

Zak Gillespie
2019

Earnestine Rayford
Sexton

Kirk Toups
2017

Luigi Mandile
Parish Administrator

Tidbits and Reminders


Those needing notices in the Parish Sunday Bulletin should submit them to
vterry109@gmail.com by no later than Wednesday evening of the publication week.



Check out our website at www.stannanola.org for parish information also “LIKE” us on our
Facebook page.



Father Terry publishes a column in Ambush Magazine (a great partner for St. Anna’s) twice
a month. Many of those articles appear in our Website on Fr. Bill’s Blog.



Websites are important. Here are the ones that we offer:
www.stannanola.org
www.dodwellhouse.org
www.annasplacenola.org



PLEASE keep silence during the praying of the Rosary on Sunday mornings starting at
10:00 A.M. it helps people center and prepare for mass.



We are looking for Altar Servers, Rosary Leaders, Anna’s Chef’s, Altar Guild volunteers,
and Sunday School helpers. This does not mean giving up your life but it will give you a
sense of ownership and inclusion that maybe you did not experience before. Contact Fr. Bill
if you are interested in any of these of the many other roles and opportunities of life in this
church.

The Feast of St. Anna
Sunday July 24th
Full Celebration Mass
This is an excellent time for our congregation to celebrate all of whom
and what we are.
Great food, great liturgy, great friends.
The Blessing of Expectant Mothers
Following our Mass and Feasting:
Anna’s Place NOLA Summer Celebration
Anna's Place NOLA presents "Excerpts from Our Summer at St. Anna's" a presentation by the students and the faculty of the Anna's Place NOLA Summer Program. Our
sampling of student presentations will include visual arts, dance, theater and music as
well as a special performance of "Cultural Connections: The Journey from West Africa
to New Orleans". This is an original production the students have been creating as a
part of the summer program and will continue to develop throughout the fall. Please
join us and view firsthand the results of your investment in the children of the
Treme. This great event starts at 12:30 p.m.
JOIN US AND MEET THE KIDS AND SOME OF THE PARENTS. LET’S BUILD COMMUNITY!

