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Entering Into the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony

“The union of two persons in heart, body, and mind is intended

mutual joy; for the help and comfort given one another in prosperity and adversity.

Therefore marriage is not to be entered into unadvisedly or lightly, but reverently,

deliberately, and in accordance with the purposes for which it was ins

God.” The Sacrament of Holy Matrimony (Rev 2015)

t. Anna’s Episcopal Church is located in an urban and diverse community. She sits quietly

on the grand avenue of the Creole’s, Esplanade Ave., between the French Creole

neighborhood of the Treme, the world famous French Quarter, and lesser known Marigny

and Bywater neighborhoods. The church has a long history in New Orleans and is one of the

oldest Episcopal congregations being founded in 1846. St. Anna’s,

setting for any wedding. St. Anna’s worship tradition is Anglo Catholic in form believing that

such a form represents for us the Holy Mysteries and Beatific Banquet that all of God’s children

are called to. However, we will work with you on designing th
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Forward by Fr. Bill Terry, Rector

As rector and priest I have an obligation to both the church catholic and to all who come to us to
ensure, as much as possible, that the sacraments are validly and authentically administered.
While our focus is on the spiritual life we are very mindful that our God, in the person of Jesus,
represents both our spiritual and physical realities. To these ends and in fulfillment of our
mission as a house of divine presence we welcome you and invite you to read and consider what
we offer. We also wish to make it know that this church and its fellowship support the right of all
human beings to have full access to all of the sacraments regardless of sexual orientation.

Do I have to be a member of St. Anna’s Church to be married there?

No. However, if you live in New Orleans you will be asked to begin attending St. Anna’s Church
early on. Faith, like our bodies, should be exercised in order to fully appreciate and be absorbed
in the sacrament of the moment. At least one of the two must be a Baptized Christian. It is, of
course, desirable that both have some inclination toward a life in Christ.

May I be married at St. Anna’s if I do not live in New Orleans?

Yes. But pre-marital counseling must be arranged with local Episcopal clergy. (see below*)

May we write our own vows?

No. St. Anna’s follows the Book of Common Prayer for all sacraments and or as authorized by
General Convention and our Bishop for trial use.

Will you do same sex unions/marriages/blessings?

Yes.

May pastors of other faith traditions co-officiate?

Only priests licensed by the Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana may officiate a sacrament of the
church in New Orleans. However, discuss what you wish with the Rector of St. Anna’s Church,
and some form of recognition may be considered.

Do you require pre-marital counseling (aka pre-Canaan)?*

Yes. We will not waive this requirement (required by Canon). Normally, you will meet with
clergy staff for a minimum of four one hour sessions and as many as eight one hour sessions.
The general thrust of this is not to point out faults or reasons why one should not be married but
rather to highlight sacramental nature of an honest and open relationship. High priority will be
placed on spirituality and understanding marriage as a continuing sacrament. And, yes, there is
homework.



If either of you have been divorced…

If either partner has been divorced additional counseling may be required. Also, it is important to
note that Canon Law requires that permission to wed must be given by the Bishop if you have
been twice divorced. You must make application for this at least 60 days prior to the desired
wedding date.

And if we aren’t Episcopalian? If neither person is a member of the Episcopal Church
please direct your request to the Rector and include “why you want to be married at St. Anna’s”.
Because it is a sacrament of the church one of you must be a baptized Christian (as per Canons
of the Church).

How do we go forward?

By indicating a desire to go forward with St. Anna’s you are indicating a willingness to open
yourselves up to the possibility of transformation by sacrament. Preparation for matrimony, we
believe, should be a high priority in your life and you are taking a first step in making it a
priority by accepting our invitation to be married at St. Anna’s Church. Following is a list of
steps that must be taken which also includes documents that will initiate the process:

Establish contact with St. Anna’s Parish Administrator, Luigi, and send us a written

request for a marriage packet (this may be done by email Luigi@stannanola.org or

regular mail). You may already have done so in receiving this brochure.

Request a TENTATIVE date for your wedding (at least 74 days in advance) from the

Parish Administrator. Reconfirm this date along with a deposit sixty days in advance.

You will be sent or you may pick up a kit that will include several documents that must

be filled out and returned.. The form titled “The Celebration and Blessing of A Marriage-

Liturgical Planning.” This is a multi part working document. This document may take

some time to finalize. The “Declaration of Intent” should be filed with us soonest. If you

are an Episcopalian you should have or are asked to purchase a Book of Common

Prayer.

If you are divorced (twice) we must have the “Request to Remarry” completed and

delivered to St. Anna’s. This must be completed no les than 60 days prior to wedding.

Schedule your first counseling session with St. Anna’s Parish Administrator. If you are

out of state or not local please make arrangements with St. Anna’s Rector for counseling

at a location convenient to you.



With all of the above being accomplished we will be well on our way to a wonderful and life

long experience in the sacrament of Holy Matrimony!

Final thoughts and observations:

The form of the marriage will follow the Book of Common Prayer

A fee schedule is attached to this booklet.

We can and will perform weddings away from the church but still recognize it as a

sacrament.

In general music must be approved by the clergy in charge and musicians should be

booked through the church unless

advance.

Weddings are not performed during Holy Week or Lent.

Flowers are not permitted during

St. Anna’s can seat 175 -

Generally, the altar flowers remain at the church for the Sunday service.

Readings from the Bible are as per the Book of Common Prayer

Generally, incense is used for all solemn rit

The Parish Hall is available upon request.

Rose petals are not permitted to be thrown for weddings.

We understand the necessity for wedding planers they can be very helpful. But please

understand that their ‘authority’ ends at the church doors that said, we will do our best to

work with them as much as possible.

Music must be agreed with clergy and must be sacred music, genre is open, classical,

gospel, contemporary we are open to various forms.

With all of the above being accomplished we will be well on our way to a wonderful and life

long experience in the sacrament of Holy Matrimony!
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Holy Matrimony Information- Date:
First Person

This form must be completed, as much as possible, and filed with the Parish no later than 90 days
prior to the anticipated wedding date. NO EXCEPTIONS

Full Name____________________________________________________________________

Telephone/Mobile Number_______________________________________________________

Single _______ Widow(er)________ Divorced_________

If divorced/widowed: number of This Marriage______________

Baptized YES NO

If yes in what denomination?________________________________________

Confirmed _________

In What Denomination________________________________________

Age________ Date of Birth________________________

Church Affiliation:___________________________________________________

Denomination:______________________________________________________

Are you an active member/member in good standing? YES NO

Place of Birth (City) ________________________

State or Country______________________

Father’s Name __________________________________________________________________

Mother’s Maiden Name_____________________________________________________________

OTHER INFORMATION



Second Person

Full Name____________________________________________________________________

Telephone/Mobile Number_______________________________________________________

Single _______ Widow(er)________ Divorced_________

If divorced/widowed: number of This Marriage______________

Baptized YES NO

If yes in what denomination?________________________________________

Confirmed _________

In What Denomination________________________________________

Age________ Date of Birth________________________

Church Affiliation:___________________________________________________

Denomination:______________________________________________________

Are you an active member/member in good standing? YES NO

Place of Birth (City) ________________________

State or Country______________________

Father’s Name __________________________________________________________________

Mother’s Maiden Name_____________________________________________________________

OTHER INFORMATION



Place of Ceremony:

Church ____Residence_____ Other- Please describe:

Florist:
Contact Number:

Photographer:
Contact Number:

Wedding Planner:
Contact Number
Email:

Name of two (2) Witnesses and mail address of each (also include email if possible):

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Permanent address after marriage:

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

You are responsible for getting your marriage license from Orleans Parish. We have supplied you with

information from the Parish of Orleans in order to assist you obtaining this license. If you appear for

the wedding without your proper license we, unfortunately, cannot perform the wedding. So please

make sure that this paper work is done.



REQUIREMENTS FOR OBTAINING A MARRIAGE LICENSE  
ORLEANS PARISH, NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 

 The Orleans Parish Marriage License Office is located at Benson Tower, 1450 Poydras Street, Suite 407, in downtown 

New Orleans. Licenses are issued between 8:15 a.m. and 3:15 p.m., Monday through Friday (excluding state holidays). 

The licenses are valid in any parish in the State of Louisiana. 

Orleans Parish Marriage Licenses may also be purchased at the Second City Court of New Orleans in the Historic Algiers 

Courthouse at 225 Morgan Street in Algiers. Licenses are issued between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Monday through Friday 

(excluding state holidays). 

In order to apply for a marriage license, both parties must be present and present all required documents. If a party is 

absent, the application will only be accepted if their signature on the application has been separately notarized. If the 

absent party is a member of the US armed forces, a copy of a military ID can be accepted in lieu of a signature, but at 

least one party’s in-person signature is required to submit an application. 

Applicants must present the following:  

1. A current driver's license, current state ID or passport.  

2. A certified copy of a birth certificate or a certified birth card for both parties. (A certified translation must be 

attached, if the birth certificate is not in English.)  If not born in the US or a US territory, the applicant(s) must also 

present a valid passport or a visa with attached I-94 form.  

3. Both applicants must provide their Social Security numbers if born in the United States. If not born in the US or 

a US territory, the applicant(s) must present a valid passport from their country of birth or a visa with attached I-

94 form.   

4. If either party has been divorced, the individual must provide a certified copy of the final divorce decree. A 

widow or widower must provide a certified copy the death certificate of the former spouse when they apply 

for a license to marry.  

5. Fees of $27.50 payable by cash, check, or money order only (non-refundable), plus $5 for each certified copy of 

the marriage certificate desired by the customer. CREDIT/DEBIT CARDS ARE NOT ACCEPTED FOR PAYMENT.  

An Application to Obtain an Orleans Parish Marriage License is available and may be completed by the parties prior to 

applying in person.  

72-Hour Waiting Period  

 A 72-hour waiting period is required by law between the time of issuance of the license and the ceremony.  

 Judges of the First or Second City Courts are authorized by law to waive the waiting period for Louisiana 

residents and they can do this during their Monday-Friday hours of operation ONLY.  

 If both parties reside outside of Louisiana and the services will occur in Orleans parish AND be performed by a 

registered Orleans officiant, that officiant can waive this waiting period.  

The waiver must be attached to the completed marriage certificate when it is returned to Vital Records. 

Marriage under the age of 18 is prohibited by law, except as follows: Applicants over the age of 16 but less than 18 must 

have the signed consent of both parents or an order from a Judge of Juvenile Court. Females under 16 will be issued a 

license ONLY upon the written order of the Juvenile Court Judge.  

A marriage license expires and becomes invalid at midnight thirty (30) days after the date of issuance. If the service is 

postponed beyond the expiration date, you must return the expired license and purchase a new one.  

You are encouraged to purchase one or more certified copies of your final Marriage Certificate when you apply for your 

license. Certified copies of a Marriage Certificate cost $5.00 + a $.50 mailing charge per transaction.  

MARRIAGE LICENSE: $27.50  

ONLY CASH, CHECK, OR MONEY ORDERS ACCEPTED (NO CREDIT/DEBIT CARDS) 

ALL FEES ARE NON-REFUNDABLE. 

Rev 12/15 



In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Declaration of Intention

We,

_____________________________________________________________________________

And

__________________________________________________________________

Desiring to receive the blessing of Holy Matrimony in the Church, do solemnly declare that we

hold marriage to be a lifelong union as it is set forth in the Book of Common Prayer and as

amended by the Canons of The Episcopal Church USA.

We believe that the union of two people, in heart, body, and mind, is intended by God for their

mutual joy; for the help and comfort given one another in prosperity and adversity

And we do engage ourselves, so far as in us lies, to make our utmost effort to establish this

relationship and to seek God’s help hereto.

_______________________________________
Signature

_____________________________________________

Signature

Dated _________________________________ A.D. 2016



The Celebration of a Marriage
Please Print

Date and Time

Rehearsal:______________________ Service: ____________________________

Participants

1 __________________________ 2:_____________________________

Presenter_____________________ Presenter____________________________

Attendants Attendants

_______________________________ ____________________________________

_______________________________ ____________________________________

_______________________________ ____________________________________

_______________________________ ____________________________________

Usher(s)

__________________________________ _______________________________________

Ring Bearer ______________________ Flower Girl____________________________

Reader(s)

__________________________________ _______________________________________

Eucharist : Yes _________ No__________

Celebrant:__________________________ Sub Deacon:____________________________

Acolyte: ____________________________ Thurifer:_______________________________

Other Server(s):_______________________________________________________________________

Other-Notes



Liturgical Planning-Choose one lesson from each group

Old Testament:
___________ Genesis 1:26-28 (Male and female he created them)
___________ Genesis2:4-9, 15-24 (A man cleaves to his wife and they become one flesh)
___________ Song of Solomon 2:10-13, 8:6-7 (Many waters cannot quench love)**
___________ Tobit 8:5b-8 (New English Bible) (That she and I may grow old together)
From the Epistles:
___________ 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 (Love is patient and kind)
___________ Ephesians 3:14-19 (The father from whom every family is named)**
___________ Ephesians 5:1-2, 21-33 (Walk in love, as Christ loved us)
___________ Colossians 3:12-17 (Love which binds everything together in harmony)**
___________ 1 John 4:7-16 (Let us love one another for love is of God)
From the Psalms:
___________ Psalm 67 (May God be merciful to us and bless us)
___________ Psalm 127 (Children are a heritage from the Lord)**
___________ Psalm 128 (The Lord bless you from Zion)
From the Gospel:
___________ Matthew 5:1-10 (The Beatitudes)**
___________ Matthew 5:13-16 (You are the light…let your light so shine)
___________ Matthew 7:21, 24-29 (Like a wise man who built his house upon this rock)
___________ Mark 10:6-9, 13-16 (They are no longer two but one)
___________ John 15:9-12 (Love one another as I have loved you)

Alternatives Authorized for Trial Use in 2015 Convention
Old Testament:
__________Ruth 1:16-17
__________1 Samuel 18:1b,3,-30:16-17,42a
__________1 Samuel 18:1-4
__________Ecclesiastes 4:9-12
__________Micah 4:1-4
Epistles:
_________Romans 12:9-18
_________1 Corinthians12:31b-13:13
_________2 Corinthians 5:17-20
_________Galatians 5:14, 22-36
_________1 John 3:18-24
_________1 John 4:7-16,21
Psalms: (Choose one)
______65______67______98______100______126______133_____148_____149:1-5
Gospel:
________Mark 12:28-34
________Luke 6:32-38
________John 17:1-2, 18-26

NOTE: All texts with an “**” appear in both suggested lectionaries.



Liturgical Planning

Music- Must be approved and done in consultation with the Rector. SEE PLANNING SHEET

ATTACHED.

Florist

o Flowers should be left for Altar after services

o During Advent or Lent no flowers are allowed on the Altar, Greens are acceptable

o Florist should coordinate with Parish Administrator and arrive at Church before services

Photographer(s)

o Photographer will be restricted in the Sanctuary at any time during the service

o Photographer may take pictures in the Parish Hall, before and after services

o Have Photographer coordinate with the Parish Wedding Planner (Administrator)

Misc

o No tape should be used on church floors to hold down any type of walk way

o Payment terms are found in addendum.



Wedding Planner – MUSIC

Prelude:______________________________________________________________________

Procession of Grooms Parents (Mother)_____________________________________________

Procession of Brides Mother ______________________________________________________

Above may be same sequence

Procession of Brides Maids____________________________________________________ OR

Altar Party Procession__________________________________________________________

Includes censing of altar (Y) (N)

Brides March ________________________________________________________________

If Eucharist then (If no Eucharist then closing Hymn):

Offertory____________________________________________________________________

Communion 1.________________________________________________________________

Communion 2.________________________________________________________________

Closing Hymn_________________________________________________________________

SERVICE MUSIC IF ANY:

S-

Doxology: Praise God from Whom all blessings flow

GOSPEL : Celtic Alleluia

REVISED 2016

Musicians:

Keyborad:

Choral:

Other:


