
Mission Statement
“I chose and appoint you to go and bear fruit – fruit that will last. Then the Father will give

you whatever you ask in my name. This is my command: Love each other.”
The Gospel of John

Dodwell House is consecrated to the work of transformation and reconciliation. In the work of trans-
formation we are dedicated to engendering a culture of boundless horizons of hope, possibility, and
integrity. By acts of reconciliation this facility is dedicated to the proposition that all cultures have
value; that all peoples are members of the beloved community; and that issues of discrimination can
and shall be vanquished by the work set about in this safe environment.

Anna’s Arts for Kids provides safety and education to all young people, particularly those who
have been marginalized by race, economic location, or language barriers.
St. Anna’s Mobile Medical Mission works to create a well informed and medically educated popu-
lation among those who lack the resources or access to medical care and medical education.
Oportunidades NOLA creates a cultural beacon of hope, offering language skills and social oppor-
tunities to Latin American immigrant populations.

Dodwell House will be a beacon of hope and a cultural bridge making real
our Christian mandate, “Love each other.”

ST. ANNA’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

"All are welcomed - none are shunned."

1313 Esplanade Ave.
New Orleans, LA. 70116

www.dodwellhouse.org Phone: 504-947-2121 Fax: 504-947-2122 E-mail: admin@stannanola.org

SAVE THE DATE! Dodwell House Gala April 20, 2013 at Christ Church Cathedral!

One of the key missions for the Dod-
well House Community Center is the
adult education program Oportuni-
dades NOLA or Opportunities.
Words cannot fully describe this
mission that truly changes lives.
English as a Second Language
(ESL) is the cornerstone. The goal of
the director, Dr. Christina Abreo, is
to elevate the curriculum from
‘survival English’ to full language
skills. It is the further goal of Opor-
tunidades to become not only a safe
place and haven for immigrants but
also an adult learning center for all
underserved peoples.

To this end, Oportunidades now
offers computer classes through a
modular learning system offered by
Learner Web (underwritten by Good
Will Industries and Louisiana Liter-
acy Alliance Coalition). Students
can also access other online educa-
tional classes such as the Plaza Co-
munitaria offered by the Govern-

ment of

Mexico as a GED program (the
only site in Louisiana). All of this
has been made possible through
the generosity of the Royer Fam-
ily, who donated six new Mac
computers bringing our total com-
puter inventory to ten.

Oportunidades is a community
driven program meeting the
needs of diverse adult popula-
tions. Part of the community par-
ticipation includes internships and
student volunteers from two local
universities, Tulane and Loyola.
Two members of the church assist
in tutoring. One can readily see a
developing community center as
the program continues to expand.

Future developments include a
Chaplain for this community and
greater shared resources with
Anna’s Arts for Kids and the
Medical Mission, creating a sense

“All simple souls must admire and respect one another, saying: ‘Let us proceed each one along our path to the same goal, united in purpose and by means
of God’s order which, in its great variety, is in us all.” Jean Pierre de Caussade.

ST. ANNA’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
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The Carpenters are Coming!!!

We have been blessed by many groups of wonderful volunteers, and we are grateful to all of
them. In October (through mid-November) we will welcome a group of students from Albany
State College with exceptional skills, two instructors, and a month-long commitment to carpen-
try work on the Dodwell House!!!

Oportunidades: A World of Difference

Artist Diego Rivera first rendered
“Mercado De Flores” in Mexico
decades ago. Today a copy
crafted by artists Felix and Gian
Carlos adorns one of the rooms
used by Oportunidades as a class
space. The masterwork was
blessed and celebrated on the
Feast of Bartolome de las Casas

SAVE THE DATE!!! Dodwell House Gala

April 20, 2013 at Christ Church Cathedral

Featuring Anna’s Arts for Kids



The concept of holistic
hospitality is based in a
sense of the full human
condition which seeks not
only skills for social
navigation but spiritual
and artistic expression,
fellowship and commu-
nity.

Currently, Op NOLA has
60 students enrolled in
the summer session, in-
cluding 3 students in the
Plaza Comunitaria pro-
gram.

In addition to providing
additional services for
our students, collabora-
tions like the one with the
Mexican government
often result in wonderful
cultural expressions such
as the donation of a Mari-
achi Band by the Mexi-
can Consulate at the last
Dodwell House Fund-
raiser. We are also grate-
ful for the wonderful and
deeply spiritual work of
art Mercado rendered by

student-artists for the reflec-
tion and contemplation of all
who enter this facility.

We know this that students
are eager to learn:

 Local cooking

 Local dancing

 A sense of community

 New Orleans history

Please contact us if you would
like to volunteer to teach
about any of these topics!

Oportunidades (Continued)

Summer Program Ends with a BANG!

and art exhibits were set
up and the doors opened
on Sunday afternoon,
July 29th.

The church was filled
with over 200 atten-
dees with all of the
fuss, hubbub and run-
ning around kids that
one can image.

Original poems were
read and they were pow-
erful. Two original com-
positions were played on
guitar and piano respec-
tively. Again, they were
far beyond expectations.
To the delight of all,
young guitarists played
the tentative strains of
Twinkle Twinkle Little
Star, with the requisite
chord or two off.

Parents from all eco-
nomic locations came to
see their babies sing,
dance, and do spoken
word poetry.

Outstanding art, some of
which will be for sale at the
next Dodwell House Ex-
travaganza, decorated
every available inch of the
Parish Hall.

This is the first time that
parents have turned out
to show this kind of sup-
port for their children
and as Darryl Durham,
his eyes glistening with
joy, said, “Father we’ve
turned a corner. Parents
are interested and sup-
porting their kids.”

As the afternoon wound
down a big shout out was
given for The Light House
for the Blind. To every-
one’s surprise, Ms. Erin
McQuade, who works for
Lighthouse, announced
that she had submitted
Darryl Durham’s name a
for the Angel of the Year
Award and that he had in
fact won the Award, as we
believe he should have!

This summer Anna’s
Arts hosted over 90 chil-
dren from different parts
of the city in collabora-
tion with Neighborhood
House (Freret St. area);
Light House for the
Blind; and our own Chil-
dren of the Treme. Loca-
tion plays a role in
broadening horizons for
children stuck in a single
location for most of their
lives. We are so grateful
that Loyola University,
Tulane University, and
Christ Church Cathedral
offered hospitality for the
four week summer pro-
gram.

The Summer Crescendo
was to have been the
final student show, for
parents, but it was
rained out on July 27th
by a city-stopping del-
uge. So, hoping that
some parents would
show up, the program

“A Letter to

God”

I know you

love me. Thank

you for all of

the good things

that you have

given me and

my family. If

you are ever in

New Orleans

please come

by and visit

me.”

The author

lives well

below the

poverty level

and is a single

parent.
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Blue Cross/Blue Shield will formally present the award to Darryl in November. Anna’s Arts, as Darryl’s
designated charity, will receive a check for $20,000 which will help carry the program forward for the
rest of 2012. Congratulations to the children, staff, and Darryl Durham for a very successful summer pro-
gram. We are looking forward to the chaos that will return to St. Anna’s Church as 30-40 children return in
the Fall to resume tutoring and arts lessons. Packing 40 kids in is a trick. Doing so while having 60 adult
Latino learners arrive as the children leave is a sight to behold. It makes Grand Central Station look like a
sylvan scene of tranquility by comparison. We are happy to have it!

Anna’s Arts and Oportunidades are two anchor programs that will eventually be located in the Dodwell
House Community Center. The cost of each program varies. Funding is dependent upon grants, private
donations and fundraisers. In general the operations can be sustained and marginally funded at a cost of
about $120,000 each program. Sufficiency, not abundance, is often the mother of innovation and we are
Innovative!
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A recent “asking” letter was circulated
in the midst of summer with the hope
of raising sufficient funds to FINISH
the work on the Housing portion
(PHASE I) of the property. We believe
that we have met that goal, yet with a
house built in 1846, one never is com-
pletely sure.

That said, we pray and hope that Mr.
Darryl Durham will move in as our first
tenant and permanent resident at the
Center before the end of this summer.
A recent very generous gift has al-
lowed us to go forward with comple-
tion of the second floor Phase I hous-
ing. This will allow us to invite visiting
volunteer groups from around the na-
tion to visit New Orleans and to con-
tinue to address the lingering issues of

epidemic poverty and blight. This
will also begin to create a positive
cash flow for the Dodwell House,
moving us ever closer to self suffi-
ciency. However, we still have a
long way to go.

New sewer lines have been in-
stalled. The Phase 1 central electric
hookup and rewiring are done, but
that still leaves the main house.
Phase 2 includes:

 Replace or repair all masonry

 Finish installation/repair of ma-
jor floor joists

 Reinforce ceiling joists support-
ing the second floor “ballroom”.

We will then install underlayment
plywood floors and begin demolition/
repair of lath and mortar walls and
ceilings. Once that is done we will
begin Phase III ( installation of new
plumbing and wiring). Phases IV and
V include finishing the rooms and
landscaping.

Already we have volunteer groups
asking about reservations; we have
at least one private party wanting to
rent the facility as is; and our little
church is busting at the seams. It will
be a great day for both the Treme
and St. Anna’s when this facility is in
full use changing lives.


